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What are Grab and Go Activity Bags?
They are individual bags filled with a single activity that children can put together in 

their home. The activities allow children to explore their creative side and learn 

educational fact. For example, June was National Safety Month so we created sailboats 

and facts about water safety.

Benefits

You can engage a kid for quite a while with paper and crayons, but it’s always fun to 

have a variety of items to keep them occupied. Grab and go activity bags are filled with 

inexpensive items with an educational or life lesson they learn from it. Grab and go 

activity bags are also a great idea for community groups for volunteer events. Since the 

activity bags are easy to make, you can assemble a variety throughout the week or 

month to give to those at the community event.



Supplies for Grab and Go Bags
You can find the supplies you need for the Grab and Go Bags on websites like Amazon, 

Walmart, etc or from your local businesses (see slides 7-8 for more details) . The main 

thing to consider when planning grab and go bags is the price of each material that you 

need. If you do not want to shop online, a lot of the items used in activity bags are 

inexpensive and can easily be bought from the dollar store if that is what you choose to 

do.

Example: If you are making Spoon Ants for the kids to make at home, you will need 2 

plastic spoons, 3 pipe cleaners, 1 set of googly eyes, and the instruction sheet.. If you are 

feeling extra, you can add markers to decorate the plain spoons. Most of the ideas for 

the activity kits come from Pinterest, 4H, and other youth programs. Not every activity 

kit assembly is identical, but 



● 250 Pack of Plastic Spoons = $12.98 (2 per)
● 360 Pack of Pipe Cleaners = $8.99 (3 per)
● 500 Pack (Self-adhesive) Googly Eyes = 

$3.99 (2 per)

Total ≈ $48 for 125 Completed Kits



Soliciting Donation

If you do not want to buy everything online, another option is donations from local 

community partners like the grocery store down the street or a small owned business. 

One of the community partners that we had this past summer was the Target right 

around the corner from one of our sites. The manager donated a $100 gift card that we 

used to buy more school supplies for our Back to School kit distributions.

To successfully get donations, you need to draft a letter to give to the business with 

your contact information, the organization your represent, background of the event, 

and the materials you are asking for. On the next slide, you will find a sample letter 

that we use for donations.



Sample Letter
To: Whatever organization you are trying to get 
in contact with (example: Community Partners)

From: Your Affiliated Organization, Director or 
Supervisor overseeing the Grab and Go Drive

Date: Drafted Date

Re: What you are asking for (example: donations 
for Summer Feeding Program)

The body of the letter should include some 
background on your organization and what you 
plan to accomplish. 

Signature and Contact Information of Supervisor



Sample Grab and Go Bag Activity



Distributing Grab and Go Bags
Distribution depends on the event that you are hosting. Weather is not always on our side, so pay 

attention the days leading up to the event if it is outside. Always have a back up plan to prevent being 

stuck in bad weather.

● If it is in a meeting space, I would recommend tables spread out with information about any 

upcoming events and the grab and go activity bags. This reduces crowding in the area and helps 

move everyone else along.

● If it is curbside, I would recommend having a table for the grab and go bags to go on, a tent if it 

is sunny out, waters and snacks for volunteers, and information about any upcoming events you 

plan to host.

● If you are dropping them off in a neighborhood or community yourself, make sure to have a 

team of people for safety reasons. The team can be a minimum on 2, but 4 is a solid number so 

you can split up in pairs. Bring water and snacks to prevent injury and dress like you are going 

for a hike. After a while, walking door to door can feel tiring.


